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ENGAGED CORNELL GRANT ENABLES NEW COLLABORATIONS
WITH JANE GOODALL INSTITUTE

BY OLIVIA HALL
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FEATURE STORY

“TO SEE THE CONCEPT OF
ONE HEALTH IN ACTION IS
REMARKABLE. IN ORDER TO HELP
ENDANGERED SPECIES, IT REALLY
DOES TAKE A VILLAGE, AND MY
EXPERIENCE WITH BCFS AND JGI
HAS GALVANIZED MY DESIRES TO

WORK IN THIS FIELD.”
—RACHEL GATES DVM 18

his summer, Mariacamila Garcia 17 befriended a chimpanzee.

Working at the Jane Goodall Institute’s Tchimpounga Chimpanzee

Rehabilitation Center in the Republic of Congo as part of a Cornell
Conservation Medicine Program (CCMP) collaboration, the animal
sciences major helped care for Youbi, a severely malnourished female.
“After a while, Youbi became very attached to me,” Garcia recalls. “She
would groom me, give me her special chimp greeting, and sometimes take
naps on my lap. It was a remarkable experience that | will never forget.”

Garcia was one of five undergraduate and DVM students
participating in an Engaged Cornell grant in Conservation
Medicine that was awarded to the CCMP last year (see ’Scopes
2015 annual report issue). This year, the projects were put into
action. Paired up into multidisciplinary teams, they spent eight
weeks in the field to gain hands-on research experience and
explore how wild animals, humans, and the environment they
live in are interconnected—a concept known as One Health.

While Rachel Gates DVM "18 and Allison Killea *18 conducted
studies at Budongo Conservation Field Station (BCFS) in
Uganda of water sources shared by chimpanzees and humans,
Angie Rivera DVM 18 and Deidra Wirakusumah 17 researched
trypanosomiasis, the animal form of sleeping sickness that
affects water buffalo living around Indonesia’s Ujung Kulon
National Park and may pose a threat to the endangered Javan
rhinoceros.

MARIACAMILA GARCIA 17 WITH YOUBI THE CHIMPANZEE
IN THE REPUBLIC OF CONGO.

“Primates and rhinos are perfect examples of flagship
species, species that people really get excited about,” says
Dr. Robin Radcliffe, senior lecturer in the Department of Clinical
Sciences who heads the CCMP. “For both, the biggest issues
are human challenges, such as increasingly living in islands
of habitat instead of undisturbed forests and, especially in
primates, sharing the same diseases.”

An Engaged Curriculum Grant allowed the CCMP to
expand its work in this area, which has primarily taken place
in Indonesia, to include the African projects in partnership
with the Jane Goodall Institute (JGI), a non-governmental
organization founded in 1977 by renowned conservationist and
1996-2002 A.D. White Professor-at-Large Jane Goodall.

“We share the goal of helping to train the next generation
of conservation leaders,” Radcliffe explains. “And we agree that
they have to not only understand behavior but also consider
the idea of One Health in any work that’s done”
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Thanks to the grant, the first crop of competitively
selected students benefited from a new and enriched learning
experience that tied preparatory coursework in language,
culture, and research to engaged work in the field, as well as to a
follow-up course upon their return.

“The College of Veterinary Medicine’s response to the
inaugural Engaged Curriculum Grant request for proposal
demonstrates the broad diversity of veterinary-based disciplines
and creativity in approaches to community-engaged learning,”
says Vice Provost Judy Appleton, who oversees the Engaged
Curriculum Grants and other initiatives in support of Engaged
Cornell. “Through the Conservation Medicine grant, we see
a prominent example of how to integrate engaged student
learning within the context of biodiversity and societal needs.”

Working closely and sharing findings with local communities
is a key component of the program. “These partnerships are
based on mutual respect and common sense courtesy, and it
takes a very long time to develop the level of trust that you need
to be effective,” says Radcliffe, describing a lesson he hopes
participants will take away from their summer. “Also—and this
is really hard to teach in a classroom—students see what it’s like
to work in a developing country with bureaucracy and levels of
management. Some might discover that this aspect of fieldwork
isn’t for them.”
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CONGO TO WORK WITH CHIMPANZEES AT THE JANE GOODALL INSTITUTE’S
TCHIMPOUNGA CHIMPANZEE REHABILITATION CENTER.

Rachel Gates, for one, is not only undeterred but more
enthusiastic than ever: “This summer has broadened my horizons
about the veterinary profession,” she says. “To see the concept of
One Health in action is remarkable. In order to help endangered
species, it really does take a village, and my experience with BCFS
and JGI has galvanized my desires to work in this field.”

Radcliffe is in conversations with Jane Goodall to make a plan
for sustaining the program beyond its two years of curriculum
grant funding and ensuring that many more students will have
the opportunity to engage in this life-changing experience in
the future.
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